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TO THE REV. G. FORD. A. M. 
Dear Sir 


Under the impraſſion, that Literature 
et the preſent bour, cannot be conſidered alſt ractealy 
from Religion, I have written this Sermon:———* 
**Conſcious of the importance of every ſingle effort, 
and of the tendency of individual zeal and labour in 
the COMMON CAUSE,”* I have been induced to 
pnbliſb it.— And convinced that in feeling the 
neceſſity of reſiſtance to the DEVICES as well as 
arms of our enemies, your principles, correſpond with 
thoſe contained in the following pages, 1 have taken 
the liberty of addreſſing them to you. 


Dear Sir 


Tam 


yours very ſincerely 
ZOHNSON GRANT, 


Orm/iirk 
32th Nov. 1799. 


Defence of the Purſuits of Literature. 


ERRATUM. 


page 12: 26 line. | 
Read the ſentence thus. 


Beſides is it not juſtice, is it not humanity to | 
tranſmit to the community in a new capacity, * 
him ho is hindered by infirmity from labour- 
ing, or whoſe mind is a latent gem of which 
the luſtre would otherwiſe be loſt? 


# 


RoMANS, XVI. 19, 20, 


For your obedience has gone abroad unto all men; 1 
am glad therefore on your behalf; but yet 1 would 
have you wiſe unto that which is good, and ſimple 
concerning evil; And the God of peace ſhall bruiſe 


Satan under your feet ſhortly. The Grace of our 
Lord J eſus Chriſt be with you; Amen, 


I the diſciples of John, being 
ſent by him to Jeſus, ſaid Art tho 
«the Meſſias, or do we look for another;*” our 
Lord commanded them to return to their Ma- 


ſter, and ſhew him the things which they had 


Teen and heard. The blind”” he added receive 
«their ſight, and the lame walk, and the lepers 


«are cleanſed; the deaf hear, the dead are raiſ- 
ed up, and the poor have the Goſpel preach- 


-*ed untothem.”* Knowing that ©I am'' might 


have been the reply of an impoſtor, and inſuffi- 


cient to diſpel the doubts of the meſſengers, he 
returned an indirect, but concluſive anſwer, by 


A collecting 
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collecting to a point the proofs of his miſſion. 
And what indeed but Divinity itſelf, could at- 
chieve the works he then recounted? Who but 
the founder of the laws of nature, could of bim- 
elf poſſeſs the power to alter or ſuſpend them? 


The appearance of Chriſt was not only benefi- 
clal, by his ineſtimable love in the redemption 
of the world; for the day ſpring from on high, 
in viſiting mankind, ſunk as they were in dark- 
neſs and idolatry, has led them to a purer ſyſtem 
of morality, a more perfect Knowledge of the end 
of their being, and a devotion in which the mite 
of the widow is as precious, as in Pagan creeds 
was the hero's hecatomb. 


Chriſtianity had to ſtruggle in its infant years 
with the paſſions of the voluptuous, the intereſts 
of the powerful, the ſettled habits and prejudices 
of ages. Conſequently theſe obſtacles were far 
too ſtrong, to be ſurmounted without ſuperna- 
tural aſſiſtance, Such aid was ſupplied by the 
miracles, which ceaſed when the Syſtem had faſt. 
ened its roots; in other words, when they were 
no longer neceſſary, It was not ſo, with the /af 
evidence, which Chriſt adduced, of his being the 
promiſed Saviour. That was no miracle, as the 
others were, and therefore was not like the others 
temporary. The blind no longer receive their 

ſight 
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ſight, the lame no longer leap, and the dead re- 
turn not to the world; but the light which ſhone 
out of darkneſs is permanent; and ſtill have the 
repoor the goſpel preached unto them.” 


Of old the lower orders among the Jews, could 
not be otherwiſe than imperfectly inſtructed, 


ſince the whole nation are ſaid by the evangeliſt, 
Leto have had the key of knowledge taken from 


*them.” Among the Heathens Science was 
deemed a myſtery, and locked in temples, pala- 
ces and groves. The poor, deſpiſed dwelt in 
darkneſs and corruption; and Hence with the 
profane vulgar** was the univerſal maxim and 
practice. Our bleſſed Saviour, in redreſſing 
theſe evils, in revealing to mankind that his love 
was equal to every individual he had created, and 


every condition he had aſſigned, independently 


of his fulfilling the prediction of Iſaiah, who had 
pourtrayed him as *preaching good tidings to 
the poor,””*) evinced himſelf the highand migh- 
ty one of God, to a certainty as clear as by the 
concomitant miracles, 


How then did Chriſt ſecure to the poor the 
unſpeakable bleſſings of having the Goſpel 
preached unto them? By the appointment of 


Stewards of his myſteries, who ſhould carry the 


glad tidings of peace and good will to the low. 


A2 eſt 
Izaiah 3gth ch. 18 and 19 v. and g5th ch. 5 and 6 v, 
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eſt as well as to the high among the children of 
men. Yet though the houſe of God is open to 
all, and his word preached at ſtated ſeaſons; 
though the means of Grace are freely offered, and 
the terms of Salvation explicitly expounded; 
doubtleſs Religion will be better underſtood, its 
ordinances attended to with more advantage, its 
precepts obeyed with a firmer conviction of their 
reaſonableneſs, if we cooperate by an aſſiſtant 
ſearch of the Scriptures, and preparatory culti- 
vation of our minds. Parents and thoſe who 
are in the place of parents are accordingly en- 
joined by Divine revelation, to train up child. 
ren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord”” 
to “feed them with milk before they are fed with 
meat, to teach them to know the Scrip- 
tures from their Childhood.“ But what if pa- 
rents need that one declare unto themſelves, * the 
principles of the oracles of God? What if they 
are illiterate, and cannot teach? what if they 
are poor and cannot purchaſe education? what 
if they are diſſolute and neglect their offspring? 
what if they be ſwept from the earth in their 
prime, and their orphans left a legacy to the 
wide world, without a friend, and without an 
inſtructor? 


From the inexhauſtible ſtore of Almighty 
beneficence 


* Hebrews gth ch. 12 v. 
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beneficence, a proviſional remedy has been de- 
rived. The Lord ſtall be their friend; Ve their 
inſtructors. Chriſt has not only aſſured the 
opulent, that their wealth was beſtowed for the 
benefit of the needy, but he has added a reaſon | 
for the inequality of diſtribution, by ſhewing 
that it calls forth the endearing, the pure, the 


exalted ſentiment of Charity. 


Much accordingly is left, is left in kindneſs 


to the hand of pious compaſſion: And if it be 
our wiſh to concur with the benevolence, and 
complete the plan of our Creator, to tame the 
wildneſs of uninſtructed nature, and diffuſe the 
civilization which has flowed from the Goſpel; 
would we roll a ſtone before the Cave of igno- 
rant bigotry, and drive enthuſiaſm back to her 
deſarts, would we counteract the exertions of ex- 
iſting aſſociations, for the propagation of Infi- 
delity and her attendant vice, our purpoſe cannot 
be more happily attained, than by an encourage- 
ment of the ſeminaries for the public education 
of the poor. 


The Text as we purſue it through its various 
clauſes, comes home with immediate and exact 
application, to you who have learned the Rudi- 
ments of the Goſpel in Sunday Schools. It may 


be paraphraſed (1) Tour'' general "— 
an 
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and virtue has come abroad unto?” the world, 
and is well reported among all men.“ 


Chriſtians are (2) „therefore glad in your 
*bchall”” that new means of grace and inſtruction 
have been conveyed to you, 


(3) Jet“ anxious for your wellfare, and re- 
membering that information is a ſword in the 
hand of vice, as well as the breaſtplate of inte- 
ority, they would have you wiſe unto that which 
is good” alone, (4) *fand fimple””, that is igno- 
rant, *concerning evil.”” (5) For they know that 
if you are, you will overcome the dangers, which 
lurk among the flowers in the path of knowledge, 
*and that the God of peace ſhall bruiſe Satan 
under your feet ſhortly””. (6) And as Paul 
having neither gold nor filver, concluded by 
recommending his diſciples to his maſter, 
Chriſtians, in proportion as they are poſſeſſed of 
cither, will contribute to your aſſiſtance to the 
utmoſt of their ability. 


I. If among the poor who have been thus in- 


ſtructed, attendance on public worſhip be more 


frequent, if decent behaviourand attention there 
be more obſervable than formerly, if manners 
are more humanized, if virtues are better culti- 
vated, if they hold faſt their faith more convinced 


of its truth, and practice their duties more ſn 
0 


* 


* 
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of their advantages, if they are changed into re- 
ligious and rational creatures from being re- 
garded as property, diſpoicable like the foil they 
tilled, if members are preſented to Society from 
among them more ſober, honeſt, intelligent and 
induſtrious, if theſe poſitions be generally ad- 
mitted, we may doubtleſs ſay with juſtice, 
Their obedience has gone abroad unto all 
emen“. 


II. And ſince they are not only capable of 
proof, but alſo of being traced to Sabbath edu- 
cation, ſince the early bent which the mind 
receives, univerſally operates on future conduct; 
ſince after ſetting out with a religious bias, 
though many fall back into tranſgreſſion few are 


reſigned to total depravity; ſince the poor are 


better preparcd tounderſtand the Scriptures, and 
capable of receiving more comprehenſive 
expoſitions of them, ſince many who might 
have been rebels againſt law ſul authority, are 
taught to honor and ſubmit to it, many who 
might have been drunkards to keep their body 
in temperance, and many who might have wan- 


dered at large in the fields, detained in pious 


and profitable employment, ſince, to uſe the 
language of an eloquent author, *an harveſt of 
Saints may be reaped to God, who would have 
*become an harveſt of Sinners ripe only for 
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«Jeftrucibn; fince the child, who would other- 


«wiſe have affronted his maker by blaſphemies 
cor curſes, may now approach him with prayers, 
or praise him with hallelujahs; he who would 
have ſtolen perhaps has ſtolen, now ſteal no 
more; the man who would have robbed us of 
ur money or our lives, become an honeſt Ser- 
*yant and valuable domeſtic; and they whom 
*their crimes might have plunged into hell, ariſe 
to the higheſt glories in heaven;”” ſince many 
not knowing the way of the Lord, nor the judg- 
ment of their God, are turned to righteouſneſs, 
and ſince the knowledge of the moſt high is 
ſpreading itſelf over the carth as the waters cover 
the Sea; Chriſtians are cordially “glad in 
«your behalf,” that theſe new Sluices of in- 
ſtruction have been opened. 


III. But yet they would have you wiſe unto 
that which is good. What means the apoſtle by 


this expreſſion? What can he mean, but wiſe 
unto man's chief good, wiſe unto ſalvation, 


*And what,” ſays the enemy to Sunday 


Schools“ hat concern has miſcellaneous inſtruc. 


tion, what has writing, what have accounts, with 
the wiſdom which is above all earthly things“? 


As general defences of these calumniated 
; Schools 


(9) 


Schools have no doubt been formerly delivered 
from this place, it were superfluous to add to, 
and idle to recapitulate them. 


Incaſe however the objection we have ſtated, 
ſhould appear to the unſuſpecting of conſiderable. 


moment, by a few ſelf evident ſuggeſtions it may 
be diſpelled. - Every well-dispoſed man who 
thinks, will be religious. Education will can/e 
ſuch a man to think. It will therefore make 
him religious. Vacuity of mind is the parent 
of wickedneſs. To inſtill ideas then into the 
peaſants breaſt, is to build up a barrier againſt 
the encroachments of temptation. Early im- 
preſſions are always ſtrong. Accordingly when 
youthare taught the principles of induſtry, they 
are led on a way, from which when they are old 
they will not depart. The few plain ideas which 
occupy the poor man's mind, uncompreſſed by 
others exert an elaſtic force, and expand till they 
fill the whole man. When ſuch ideas are ſound 
and pious, they will diffuſe a greater influence, 
they will prove a more potent amulet againſt fin, 
than they who view a wider range of literature 
may be apt immediately to imagine. Now it is 
remarked by an author acute in criticiſm as he is 

B profound 


t was well obſerved by one of our Senators, in alluſion to the horrors ip 
our ſiſter Iſland, that ignorance and want of inſtruftion diſpoſe the mind tp 


tevoluton and rebellion. V1Dz Puzſuits of Literature, 
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profound in erudition f that the conduct of 
men is chiefly regulated, not ſo much by general 
Syſtem, as by ſhort axioms, conciſe maxims, and 
ſudden reflections. If theſe then are proverbial, 
antithetical, or pointed, and frequently paſs in 
our youth before us, their image in our memo- 
ries will beafterwards indelible, their recurrence. 
unremittent. 


When theſe conſiderations are duly weighed, 
it will follow, that the copies, by which the 
children are taught to write, correſpond to the 
deſcription and exemplify the effect. Of theſe 
the regulation is a propoſed improvement, on 
which let no one ſmileas if it were inſignificant. 
It will appcar indeed, by throwing ſcveral to- 
gcther, that a Short ſyſtem of morals may be 
drawn up, trite (it is granted,) homely, plain, 
but far more valuable, uſeful, rational, than all 
the ſubtile ſophiſims, which have ſtolen the 
robe of philoſophy, all the infidel profancneſs 
which has uſurped the throne of reaſon, and 
all the low obſcenity, which with ſmiling pert- 
neſs*” has fatisficd itſelf that it is wit. 


I. & II. The fear of the Lord is the be- 
e ginning of wiſdom.” The fool, hath ſaid 
in 


+ Purſuits of Literatnre 1 


+ It is evident that theſe maxims refer in order to the diſſerent commands 
men s; of which they are cxplanatory epitomes. 
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dein his heart, there is no God.” I am alone; 
Man fees me not, but God fees me.” „Fear 
God; and you ſhall have no other fear.“ 


III. Swear not; but be your communica. 
"*t10n, yea, yea. | 


IV. To break the Sabbath, is to provoke 
tet he Lord of it.“ 


V. „The bleſſing ſhall light upon the obe- 
eedient child.“ 

VI. Idleneſs is the nurderof time.“ Ca- 
celumny is the murder of reputation.“ 


VII. The houſe of the harlot inclineth unto 
«Qccath.” „The drunkard ſhall come to po- 


«yerty.”” Health is the luxury, cheerfulneſs 
the revelry, contentment the abundance of the 


© POOT.”.” 
VIII. Plain honeſty is the ſureſt artiſice.“ 


IX. Lying lips are an abomination to the 


Nog: 


X. Controul your paſſions or they will con- 
troul you.“ 


Conform your conduct to theſe eaſy rules; 
write them ye young, upon the, tablet of your 
heart, At ſome future period they will ſoothe 

B2 affliction 
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afflction, gladden duty, repel temptation, or ani- 
mate hope; will deſcend, a miniſtering angel to 
quiet falſe apprehenſion, or riſe up an unbidden 


apparition to ſtartle falſe ſecurity. 


Yet though Writing thus viewed, may appear 
to be allowable, the anſwer may not extend to 
Accounts. In order then to juſtify the one and 
the other; it 1s adviſeable toadopt a comprehen- 
five defence. The objectors muſt be reminded 
that if it be their belief that an abſtract atten. 


dance on Sunday worfhip, is either a Summary 


of Devotion, or a charm for ſix remaining days, 
they proceed on data, radically falſe. Can it be 
imagined that the unfledged underſtandings of 
children will reap the full benefit of a diſcourſe 
from the pulpit, which cannot always ſtoop to 
their capacities, for fear of exciting a ſmile, and 
cannot excluſively embrace their duties, for fear 


of neglecting the Souls of others? Diſcipline 


itſelf breaks a froward temper. And if fins are 
to be reſiſted, evil company to be ſhunned, drunk- 
enneſs, idleneſs, impure converſation bruiſed 
under our feet** during the reſt of the week 

how can theſe objects be better attained, than 
by imparting the ſubſtituted delights of inſtruc. 
tion? Him too, who is hindered by infirmity 


from labouring, or whoſe mind is a gem, of 


which the luſtre will be loſt, if none will give 
tho 


(33-3 


the poliſh himſelf cannot afford, is it not juſtice, 
1s it not humanity, to tranſmit to the community 
in new capacities? And ſhall children cruelly 
be turned upon the world, at the period when 
the young idea 1s pliant, may be taught how to 
ſhoot, and reared to righteouſneſs! when the 
bloſſom of principle is but burſting into light, 
and might moſt eaſily be chilled or ſhaken by 
the breath of temptation? Is it not better far 
that they ſhould be ſaved from the worſt of 
habits (as well as that which leads to every 
other bad one,) the habit of doing nothing. 


IV. Yet let not defect be overlooked in the 
warmth of approbation, or panegyric tranſport 
us beyond the bounds of truth. Some blemiſhes 
in this fair picture, we cannot fail to diſcern. 
They are not however evils neceſſary and inſe- 
parable; they are accordingly frivolous when 
conſidered as objefions. But ſince when the 
heart is **wiſe unto that which is good,“ if it be 
not ſimple concerning evil,“ when they are 


viewed as dangers, they ſwell to the moſt /erzorns 
magnitude, 


Infidelity has not yet, I truſt in God, erected 
here her ſtage of Quack Philoſophy ; nor be- 
gun to diſtribute her poifons under the name of 
medicines for the ignorant, How ſoon ſhe may 

eſtabliſh 
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5 
eſtabliſh Herſelf openly in her Syſtem, we may 
conjecture rather than aſcertain, But we may 
ſately pronounce, that wicn the time arrives, 
it will /rzly be the init alone, who will give 
ear to her, However lincc a certain looſe ca- 


ſuiſtry is obſervable even here among the lower 
orders (the twillight glimpſes of a dreadful 


dawn) and firice in two great neighbouring 
towns, her tenets ſtalk in the face of day; there is 
reaſon to apprehend, that, being ſo very near, 
they may even now be making their clandeſtine 
encroachments, and winding themſclves with 
imperceptible progreſs into your hearts, in ſome 
of their innumerable diſguiſes. It is therefore 
neceſſary that thoſe ſhould be addreſſed, v ho have 
reaped the full bene fit of Sabbath education; who 
with the additional talent of ability to read, are 
eſtabliſhed in life, or entering the ſtate of man- 
hood. The young will alſo probably be profited 
by hearing, what in future will moſt eaſily beſet 
them. They will learn to pray with redoubled 
earneſtneſs, Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil,”** when temptations and 
evils are pointed out, to the riſk of which as 
they advance into the world, by the knowledge 


itſelf they are acquring, they will be expoſed. 


The advantages which in the preſent life may 
be derived from ſuch knowledge are with- 
out 


8 


out number. The benefits which it tends to 
ſecure in the next without end. But be- 
ware, when it is extended to ſecular inſtruction, 
and ſubjects of miſcellaneous amuſement, be- 
ware of the fatal errors that environ it. Though 
your daily meditation, ſhould be the law of 
God, it were churliſh to debar you, if you have 
means to Procure it, from the delights of a more 
extended information. Thoſe books it is true 
which were uſhered into the world, avowedly 
for the depravation of the human heart, our 
vigilant legiſlature has wiſely ſuppreſſed: w/ely, 
not that they carried regſon in their ribaldry, or 
contained, as they aſſert, truths which we are 
afraid to hear, but on an account which can be 
better elucidated by a fimilitude. If for the bite 
of all venomous animals, (as is the caſe with one 
in North America,) a ſpecific remedy every 
where ſprung up, in the fields which the reptiles 
frequent, thoſe objects of dread would then be- 
come harmleſs, and children might ſecurely 
play with them. Thus in the Political and 
Religious world, were the publications in 
queſtion bound up with the replies to them, the 
danger of their diſperſion though not α er 
would however be cofdcrubly diminiſhed. But 
ſince the ſame ſedulouſneſs which diſſeminates 
the former, is exerted by their authors to check 


the 
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the circulation and obſtruct the peruſal of the 
latter, ſince they delude their votaries into a 
blind belief, that the one are the illuminations 
of truth, and axioms of common ſenſe, the other 
altogether the Superſtitions of bigotry, and 
wiles of prieſtcraft; ſince profeſſing to remove, 
they inſpire the moſt invelerate prejudices, and 
ſince through want of thoſe convincing refuta- 
tions, which if peruſed with equal zeal, affec- 
tions, and diſpoſitions, are more than an ade- 
quate antidote, the poor man may be undone, 
I] repeat that ſuch productions are wiſely ſup- 
preſſed. 


7 


Yet it is not only in theſe, that principles are 
to be found, inimical to virtue, to peace and to 
Salvation. They meet us where we ſhould leaſt 
expect to find them, artfully interwoven in 
Subjects with which they have no natural con- 
cern; in the hiſtories of the tranſactions of the 
world, and in thoſe of the productions of nature, 
in every art and in every ſcience: in works of 
imagination, (eſpecially in thoſe fanciful pic. 
Ctures of life, which once meliorated the mind 
by ſoftening the heart, but now corrupt the 
heart by inflaming the paſſions:) and laſtly not 
unfrequently, by inference, or implication, in 
treatiſes of which the titles are moral or religi- 

OUS, 


you ſhould enter with wary ſteps; 
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ous. I would thercfore recommend to you, 
and to all now preſent, of either ſex, old and 
voung, I would implore, as you wiſh your edu- 
cation to be an advantage, and not a curſe, as 
you value your religion, reſpectability and com- 
fort, as you deſire the welfare of all who depend 
on you, as you look for eaſe *inall time of your 
tribulation,” as well as *of your wealth, as you 
are ſincere in your prayer that *God would de- 
liver you in the hour of death, and in the day of 
Judgment,“ to peruſe every book, every 
paper impreſſed with letters which may mcet 
your eye, with extreme circumſpection, and 
watchful Scrutiny; to ſolicit the opinion of 
ſome charactcr of worth, picty and ſuperior in- 
telligence, whether 1t is to be ſtudicd as im- 
proving, or *bruiſed under your feet'“ as in- 
fectious; and above all to offer up your fervent 
petitions, to the father and fountain of wiſ- 
dom, that he would aſſiſt you in keeping 
your heart with all diligence, left hat ſhould 
go aſtray and draw your reaſon after it. 


Two ſubjects particularly there are, into which 
politics 
and religious controverſy, It is here you ought 
particularly to fence your underſtanding, againſt 
the cant of liberality, and watchword of infor- 
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information. Ought not they who are poſſeſſed 
of but a little learning, which has been wiſely cal- 
led *a dangerous thing,“ to refrain from plung- 
ing into depths, and involving themſelves in 
labyrinths, in which the moſt intelligent have 
often been bewildered and enſnared? Butas the 
extent of the evil, in its domeſtic and moral 
application, will appear in ſtronger colors, 
by being exemplified, let us imagine ſome of 
you enlightened”? as it is called, which God 
avert, and let us trace the conſequences in 
a ſhort deſcription, which is the unhappy 
hiſtory of many individuals, in the two pla- 
ces already alluded to. Let us view you, 
inſtead of returning to your homes, haſtening 
from your toil to mingle among thoſe, who love 
to inflame with ſtrong drink, the malevolence of 
political faction. In plainer words let us ima- 
gine you to have reſorted, to ſome of thoſe 
houſes of public entertainment, where peaſants 
whom Sunday Schools have inſtructed to Spell 
a gazette, (having left their offspring ſhivering 
in their cottages, without a covering from the 
winter Storm;) in deep council and mighty 
conſequence, intoxicate themſelves while they 
discuſs the affairs of Europe.“ Let us ſuppoſe 

you 


® It is impoſſible to be mote explicit without degrading the dignity ofthe 
Pulpit. I mean Pot-houſe Politics, aud Pot-bouſe Politicians, 
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you to have become ungrateful to the country 
which has educated you, and as loudly as y:ur 
little voice can be exerted, in viperous return to 
rail againſt her inſtitutions: to have perverted 
that knowledge, which was imparted for the 
amendment of your life, and for the inſtruction 
and happineſs of your domeſtic circle, to the 
purpoſes of adding a fancied refinement to your 
debauch; of ſquandering the time which ought 
to have been devoted to the religious inſtruction 
of your family; of diſſipating in riot that ſubſiſ- 
tence, with which you ſhould have purchaſed 
their food and raiment. Let us ſuppoſe you no 
longer to conclude your day, with untutored 
thanks for the health and ſtrength, with which 
you have been empowered to labour; to have for- 
gotten or denied your heavenly benefactor; or 
elſe only reluctantly toacknowledge his exiſtence, 
in order that you may with Blaſphemies unjuſtly 
throw on him, the blame of an indigence you 
have brought upon yourſelf. Thus let us be- 
hold you, (foralas! It is far from being a fancied 
caſe;) at length repairing to your cheerleſs dwel- 
lings, and reviſiting your helpleſs infants. Then, 
when inſtead of ſitting down along with you, to 
the repaſt of health, of joy and contentment, in 
hope of which your daily toil aS wor? to be 
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your daily pleaſure, then, when they are ſtretch< 
ing forth their little hands, and imploring for 
bread, the price of which your vanity has caſt 
away; when inſtcad of climbing your knee as 
formerly to ſhare the evening kiſs of your affec- 
tion, they ſtand with famiſhed looks before you, 
and though ſpeechleſs, in tears upbraid you with 
unkindneſs; perhaps even then, big in the pride 
of ſpurious information, (exulting in an oppor. 
tunity of ſetting forth your new doctrine,* thar 
before we can be happy, the dear domeſtic ties 
muſt be forgotten,) even then it may be, that 
your obdurate, inhuman hearts may not iccl a 
pang of nature. 


But be not deccived; a time draws on, whenall 
theſe vanitics will drop away from you: when 
the conſciouſneſs of acquiſition will be inſuffi- 
cient to ſupport you, and you will look around 
for another ſtay. One day you ſhall be ſtretched 
on the bed of Sickneſs. One day you ſhall lay 
you down to riſe no more. Reflection then 


will come in all its horrors, and conſcience gnaw 
you with a tooth of iron. How will you long 
for your artleſs ſimplicity, and of what avail will 
be the knowledge you have attained, when your 
proſpect only terminates there, where the worm 
never dicth, and the fire is not quenched?” Of 

what 


*One of the maxims of the new School! 
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what av When you revolve on the good to 
which it might have been applied, on the pious 
purpoſes for which your benefactors deſigned it, 
when you think on the ſword which was given 
you for the defence, and which you ſhall have 
plunged into the boſom of your faith, will it 
not raiſe a remembrance doubly bitter, and when 
you appear before your God, (were it not for 
his mercy,)cry aloud for a ſeverer judgment? 
Beware then Bretheren, watch and pray without 
ccaſing, leſt errors fo ruinous as theſe be yours: 
and if there be any among you who have already 
fallen; return, ariſe, and “awake to righteoul- 
*Oneſs*”” while it is yet called day; for the night 
cometh, (and that of ſome of you may be 7his 
very night) wherein no man can work. 


I have inſiſted more particularly on this part 
of the ſubjcct, becauſe it has been uſually evaded 
on the part of religion; and becauſe the enemies of 
our faith, and indeed ofall others, areunſleeping- 
ly buſy, openly and underground, working and 
counterworking, not nice in diſdaining the ab- 
ſurdity ct contradiction, nor ſcrupulous toavoid 
the counteraction of their own labours, equally 
ready with ſerpentine writhings“ to do evil, that 
{what they think) good, and good that evil may 


Come. 
One of the maxims of the new Schoob. 
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come. At one time with great ſhew of ſanctity 
and liberality, they are heard applauding Sab- 
bath education, becauſe they delight, in filent 
ſarcaſm to grin over the growth of their prey, 
becauſe they ſecretly conſider that the poor who 
can read, may be more eaſily vitiated by the 
impious information, they intend in future to 
hawk cheap into their way. At another, more 
warily calculating their profit and loſs, juſtly 
reflecting that the ſum of the good, infinitely 
excceds the utmoſt evil their utmoſt bitterneſs 
can work, they affect to feel a wondrous con- 
cern, leſt the evil forſooth ſhould overbalance 
the good, and overcharging this ſole material 
danger with colors and calumnies not its own, 
urge it as a malignant reaſon, for which the whole 
eſtabliſhment ſhould be aboliſhed. 


With reſpect to this and many other places 
the ſtatement of abuſe is but little applicable, 
Yet it was neceſſary to dwell on the full repre. 
ſentation, leſt the caſe which at preſent is prin- 
cipally a caution, be converted ſoon into too true 
a picture, It is but juſtice alſo to add, that the 
depravity of the age gives birth to many enor- 
mities for which theſe Schools are cenſured. 
And when the Demons of unbelief occaſionally 
aggravate them, by converting the inſtruction 


of 
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of the poor, to the propagation of rebellion and 
impiety, they only fulfill their great plan of de- 
ſtruction, they only follow up the ſtale artifices, 
by which drawing from their channels other 
rivers of life, they have led them to water 
the abodes of Sin. Thus have they applied 
univerſal benevolence, a counterfeit likeneſs of 
holy Charity, as a pretext for the abandonment 
of all that men love as dear, and the violation of 
all they venerate as ſacred. He therefore who 
argues againſt Sunday Schools, by marking im- 
perfections, common to every human monu- 
ment with them, is by the ſame rule, and for the 


ſame reaſons, decrying the bleſſings of the Goſpel 
of Love. 


Educated poor! 


Much to you is given, 
much will be in conſequence required. Con- 
ceive not, that your knowledge has conveyed to 
you a title to aſpire high above the level of your 
birth. Plume not yourſelves in the pride of 
talents; remember it is the fool, who vaunteth 
of his wiſdom. Follow no ſecular concern on 
the. Sabbath: and never neglect a devout, and 
punctual attendance on public worſhip. Be- 
ware of ſtraining abſtract paſſages of ſcripture to 
a tortured ſenſe or fanciful interpretation, in 
order that they may flatter you in heretical 


pride 


2 
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{ . 
pride or the indulgence of lawleſs paſſion. Thus 
ſhall Satan be bruiſed under your feet. Thus 
ſhall your wiſdom become an ornament of Grace, 


and yield you ſatisfaction at your latter end. 


V. Finally let us now relieve our eye, by 
turning from the Shade to the light. Behold 
then thouſands, and ten thouſands among the 
poor whom the God of peace has helped from 
his holy hill. Behold them ſmoothing the 
hardſhips of ther toil, not in the negative hap- 
pineſs of vacancy, but in ſelf examination, and 
holy converſe with their God: ſilling up its in- 
tervals, not in booriſh revelry, or ſavage ſport, 
but in ſober conſideration, and mental improve- 
ment. Behold them pointing out the way of 
life they have diſcovercd, to neighbours, friends, 
relatives and children; who glowing like them 
with the pure flame of charity, may like them 
rear up generations to the Lord. Behold them 
converting with magic touch, the minuteſt 
incidents to ſpiritual reflection; the work of 
amendment ſuggeſted at the loom, the tares to be 
plucked from their boſoms, at the plough. Be 
hold the taught commencing teachers, and 


ſupporting 

To errors of this nature the apoſtle alludes in the verſes immediately pre- 
cecding the Text. Now I beſeech you brethren, mark them, which cauſe 
diviſions and offences contrary to the doctrines you have learned, and avoid 
them For they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own 
belly; and by good words and fair ſpeeches deceive the heart of the Simple,” 
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ſupporting aged parents with the fruit of their 
inſtructions. Behold them, when the eyes of 
theſe parents grow dim, and their feet tremble 
on the brink of the grave, reading the word of 
God by the {ide of their beds, or diſpelling the 
doubts of their future, their renovated, 
eternal bloom. When the hand of labouris 
ſmitten with weakneſs, behold them filling up 
the dark and heavy hours, with joytul fore. 
thought, and tranquil retroſpection. View them 
when declining in the valeof life, by ſummoning 
up paſſages of holy writ, with which their me- 
mories had been ſtored in their youth, foothing 
many a painfu!, ſhortening many a ſleepleſs 
night. View them in thoſe laſt and awfull mo- 
ments, of which every mitigation 1s ſo precious 
and ſo needful, not forrowing as men without 
hope, but proclaiming triumphantly their confi. 
dence in their redeemer. I have fought the 
„good fight'”* do we not hear them exclaiming, 
*henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
„glory, which the Lord ſhall give me at the laſt 
*"Uay.*”” ———<fNow my ſtrength and my heart 
*fa.l-th; hut God is the ſtrength of my heart and 
en) po tion for ever.““ 


D VI. Theſe 


(26) 
a 
VI. Theſe indeed are glorious contemplations; 


worthy the approving {mile of God, and unwea- 
ried ſolicitude of man. Is there any one here 
then, ſo contracted in ſentiment, as to refuſe 
the poor, ſuch invaluable conſolation, on 
account of a few dangers which would ſubſiſt 
without it, dangers evaded or repelled with 
eaſe? Is there any man preſent ſo ſelfiſh in 
ſoul, as to withold his claim to the gratitude 
of theſe children, the prayers of their parents for 
bleſſings on their benefactors, the acclamations 
of his country, and the reward of heaven? Are 
there any who would not bend their reflections 
inwards, and liſten to the echo of the almighty 
voice, whiſpering Well done thou faithful 
«Servant; or who would not looking 
abroad over Society be hailed, as contributors 
to its ſtock of intelligence and happineſs. Will 
not the maſter who wiſhes to have honeſt Ser- 


vants, honeſt from principle and not from fear; 


Will not the parent whoſe heart can tell 
him better than I, how ſweeter it is than ambro- 
ſial viands, to have a dutiful, a ſenſible, a virtu- 
ous child; will not the rich, who know it 
to be far from paradox, that poſſeſſions and 
pleaſures are doubled when imparted; 
will not the poor who have been afflicted with 
indigence or diſtreſs, and have cither felt how 


happy 
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happy it is to enjoy, or how hard to be deprived 
of the reſourſes of religious reading ; will 
not the young from ſympathy and the old from 
recollection, will not ail unite, in— more 
than not forbidding, more than barely ſuffering, in 
helping little children to come unto Chriſt, ſince 
of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. Yes! we will 
conſider them as children of the ſame father; 
and heirs of the ſame immortality with our- 
ſelves: we will tell them of their father 
we will open to them their hopes; we will ſnatch 
the tender mind from ignorance, before it be led 
aſtray by wicked example, before it be frozen in 
obſtinate depravity, before it be abandoned in 
hopeleſs profligacy, by liſtening to companions, 
who ſcoff at things ſacred. Ina cauſe fo dear, 
will not ſome give of their abundance; ſome of 
their frugality ; and even miſers lend their talent 
to uſury, that their Lord when he cometh may 
reap it with intereſt? Who, who would not forego 
ſome deſpicable gratification, ſomewhat from 
the /i77le pride of dreſs, the lillle pampering of ap- 
petite, to purchaſe thepearl of ineſtimable price, 
the treaſure in the heavens which fadeth not 
away? Who is there who would not be re. 
ceived by his judge, with Come thou beloved 
*child of my father; I hungered after the bread 


«of life, I thirſted after the living waters of 
«wifdom 
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wiſdom, and you did feed me, you give me 
drink''? Who looks not forward with rapture 
to the ſentence, In as much as you have done it 
*to one of theſe little ones; you have done it 
*unto me; Enter into the joy of your Lord?“ 
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wiſdom, and 1 did feed me, you give me 
drink? Who looks not forward with rapture 
to the ſentence, In as muchas you have done it 
*to one of theſe little ones; you have done it 
unto me; Enter into the joy of your Lord? 
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